
ENDS STATEMENTS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Our Mission

As a Unitarian Universalist faith community, we nurture individual search for meaning 
as we work together for freedom, justice and love. 

WITHIN EACH CONGREGANT: WE SEEK

Embrace principles, values and practices which explore the sacred in the world and 
the mystery of existence.

Gather together in worship which guides and sustains our individual and communal 
response to the sacred through multifaceted creative artistic and musical experiences.

AMONG THE CONGREGANTS:  WE CARE

Feel welcome and connected with each other.

Share generously of our personal resources of time, talent, and money.

Honor and support each other in times of celebration and need.

BEYOND OUR CONGREGATION:  WE WORK

Act meaningfully and visibly in community service, social justice advocacy and 
education.

Serve as a beacon of liberal religious thought and action.

Offer our space for events which serve a varied audience and inspire community 
dialogue.

Partner with other congregations and organizations in support of shared objectives.



EXECUTIVE INTERPRETATIONS

WITHIN

To say that we “embrace principles, values and practices” is to state that a key goal 
of our programming at UUCA is discernment. We seek not just to name certain 
“principles, value and practices” that we think are important but also to help members 
discern that which they embrace. This is the work of faith development. It is what 
separates us from, say, an educational institution, which seeks to inform. We value 
learning, but learning here is directed toward an end, and that end is to help us each 
discern that in which we trust, to which we give our hearts. This work requires that we 
explore widely and engage multiple intelligences or ways of knowing that touch the 
heart as well as the head, and that connect with our feelings and physical bodies. 

The principles, values and practices to which we direct our attention are those that 
“explore the sacred in the world and the mystery of existence.” How do we 
understand “the sacred”? Well, this End declares what we are concerned with is not 
something floating around in some other realm beyond our experience but that which 
is “in the world.” We find it in the people, places and things that we encounter.

And yet, at the center of the definition of the word “sacred” is the notion of being set 
apart. Part of what we do, then, is choose from the welter of the world those things that 
we feel ought to be set apart as having unique value, things to cherish and to honor, 
things that we would argue have meaning. Left unsaid is how we decide what to set 
apart and value, which implies that our sense of what is sacred evolves over time. 
Indeed, I would say it emerges from our lives and the life of the community. It is likely 
that at times we as individuals will have different ideas about what to call sacred, and 
that’s OK. It’s part of the diversity that we celebrate in this community. Also, I would 
argue that our covenant calls us to respect, even to adopt a state of something like 
holy curiosity about what is sacred to our fellows, believing that we each have unique 
insights and perspectives on the world, and none of us possesses a final answer.

We make this clear by holding that part of what we seek to explore is “the mystery of 
existence.” This is to suggest that not every question can be answered finally. We 
hold that there is a fundamental mystery to our lives. As I have said at child dedications 
and memorial services, there is a mystery beyond knowing out of which we emerge 
and into which we return, and that mystery and its impact on our lives is worth 
attending to and exploring.

To say that we “gather together in worship” is to identify the act of weekly, corporate 
worship as central to our identity and purpose as an organization. We say that that 
worship “guides and sustains our individual and communal response to the 
sacred.” So, what we discern as sacred is a key focus of our worship, and part of the 
purpose of worship is to “guide and sustain” our response to it as individuals and as a 
community. That is, worship should point to the sacred and invite the congregation to 
take note of it and integrate it into their lives.



AMONG

To say that participants here “feel welcome and connected with each other” is to 
state that it is not enough for us to go through the motions of welcoming and 
connecting. People of the congregation should feel welcomed and connected. That 
means that this work comes from our hearts, from our conviction that welcoming 
people into our community is part of the journey of faith.

To say that we will “share generously of our personal resources of time, talent and 
money” under the title “We Care” suggests that generosity with this congregation is 
part of how we care for one another and the congregation we have created, and that 
generosity extends in many directions.

To say that we “honor and support each other” is to say that participants in the 
congregation feel valued as people. They feel they have a sense of inherent worth and 
dignity that is affirmed in all they do here. It means that either when they have 
wonderful news to impart or they need support in times of crisis or difficulty the 
congregation is there for them.

BEYOND

To say that we “act meaningfully” is to state that our social justice work in this 
congregation is grounded in and rises out of our larger commitment to a spiritually 
centered life. The meaning that we discern within and process among is carried 
beyond into the larger world. Then, what we learn beyond informs our reflections 
within, and the cycle begins again. This is part of our ever-evolving understanding of 
our duty as religious people and our place in the world, indeed the cosmos.

To say that we act “visibly” is to state that we don’t hide our light under a bushel. We 
act strategically to broadcast what we do to the congregation at large and the 
community. We engage in the public marketplace of ideas and participate in witness in 
support of our values.

Our action, then, is directed to “community service, social justice advocacy and 
education.” That is to say, it is a blend of hands-on volunteering in the community, 
advocacy at any number of different forums and education within the congregation and 
beyond. This is another version of the cycle of reflection and action. Reflection 
prepares us to take action that is consistent with our values and action keeps us 
grounded in the real world and connects us to wider communities. 

To say that we “serve as a beacon of liberal religious thought and action” is to state 
that we take seriously our role as a large Unitarian Universalist congregation. We 
advertise and proclaim our identity in the most effective vehicles we can find and offer 
support for the continuing growth of our movement.



To say that we “offer our space for events which serve a varied audience and 
inspire community dialogue” is to state that we leverage the space we have to best 
serve our values. This means that in scheduling our space we leave room for and 
even on occasion prioritize the use of our space for organizations or activities that 
serve the larger community. The rent we charge outside groups is intended not to 
make profit for the institution but to help recoup our building costs. So, we negotiate 
the question of rent with every group that approaches us to develop an arrangement 
that best suits us all.

To say that we “partner with other congregations and organizations in support of 
shared objectives” is to state that we appreciate that we cannot do this work alone, 
that we must look for opportunities to build coalitions, recognizing that our partners 
may be of different faiths or perspectives but that together we can serve shared 
objectives.

We also recognize that we have a duty to the larger Unitarian Universalist movement. 
So, we look for opportunities to provide space or staff time to assist neighboring 
congregations or the larger UU movement. This has included joint training for such 
programs as pastoral visitors and Our Whole Lives religious education programming, 
as well as offering space and workshop leaders for Western Carolina Cluster 
gatherings or clergy meetings.


